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Foreword
___________________________________________________________-___________________________________________________________

The despotic governance of the successive Sinhalese governments for the past
three-quarter century have proved its hidden agenda of annihilating the Tamil
people to make Sri Lanka as a Sinhala Buddhist country of one nation, one
language and one religion.

The Tamil genocide in 2009 war and the perpetrators violating the human rights
have been correctly identified by the INGOs, UNHRC and the countries that
uphold human rights, rule of law and democracy and there are repeated calls for
appropriate actions against the perpetrators to sanction under the international
laws.

Despite thirteen years lapsed since the end of the war, it is obnoxious to note the
lack of international community’s interest in establishing the accountability to
bring those perpetrators under an international criminal prosecution mechanism
and to pave a path for the Tamil people to live in peace and harmony in their
traditional homeland with the right to self-determination. Such an apathy was
contrary to the international communities’ attentiveness that they showed in
supressing Tamil peoples’ uprising against the Sinhala authoritarianism for their
legitimate aspirations.

Nonetheless, the Tamil people believe the oppressive tyranny Sinhala state can
be brought to control by curbing down the drive for the mono ethnic mono
lingual and mono religious (Sinhala-Buddhist) state and by ending impunity to the
perpetrators of atrocity crimes, through an international arbitration procedure
should the international community care for the peace and tranquillity in Sri
Lanka.

The return to normality and the livelihood of Tamil people in their homeland
have been severely affected by concentrated militarisation in their homeland. 16
out of 19 military divisions are in Tamil homelands of North & East of the island.
Tamil people are constantly living in fear of intimidation, arrest, detention and
torture for no valid reasons, but under the pretext of Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA).

By intensifying militarisation in Tamil homeland in the post war period, the
country’s defence budget has shot up significantly when compared to its defence
expenditure during the civil war up to 2009. The military personnel in 2009 was
at 223,000 and this had been increased to 317,000 in 2018, when there has been
no external or internal security threat to the country. Excessive military
deployment has resulted in them carrying out civil activities in the country
causing perplex within civil administration of the nation.
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As at 2022, Sri Lanka’s foreign debt was USD$ 51 billion of which the defence
spending was USD$ 35 billion between 1983 and 2021, predominantly caused by
unnecessary military spending after the war that ended in 2009.

The defence budget covering the post war period of 10 years up to 2019 (US$
17.28 Billion) is higher than that of 27 years of civil war from 1983 to 2009
(US$14.92 Billion). These figures don’t include the destruction of infrastructure,
industry, livelihood, capacity building, etc.

Sri Lanka’s unjustifiable defence expenditure focused Tamil areas worsens its
economic crisis as well as Tamil peoples’ acrimony. Moreover, the post-war
resettlement, reconstruction and development is neglected in North and East, by
which hapless Tamil people are driven to dependent on the state.

The major contributory factor for Sri Lanka’s current (2022) economic crisis
resulting with public revolt against present government has been due to
unwarranted defence expenditure especially with the intention of demoralising
Tamil people in their homeland. Thus, although the resolution of economic crisis
to overcome peoples’ uprising could be viewed a short-term issue, in reality,
should Sri Lanka is to prosper by eradicating its financial debts, the country must
end the seven decades long catastrophe of Tamil people. It is only possible when
Sinhala hegemony and Buddhist chauvinism cease to exist in Sr Lanka.

The British Tamils Forum (BTF), by representing the Tamil community in the
United Kingdom, organised an exhibition in Geneva during the UNHRC Session in
September 2021 and March 2022, displaying the history of how the Tamil people
have been targeted in Sri Lanka.

The BTF considers that it must publicise to expose the Sri Lankan state’s
gruesome reality to the public at large, especially to the international leaders and
decision makers, seeking their support for establishing a mechanism for Tamil
people live with equality, justice, peace and dignity in Sri Lanka.

Establishing a mechanism to find a political solution must be based on the right
to self-determination and substantial power sharing arrangements to the long
standing Tamil national question in Sri Lanka, under the auspices of the
international community, with United States, India, the UK and a core group of
countries as arbitrators in any negotiations and guarantors of implementation of
subsequent agreements, in order to ensure non-recurrence of civil strife and
cycles of violence, to attain equitable and sustainable peace, and to establish and
maintain the geo-political stability of the region.

6



This mechanism must focus on restructuring highly centralised unitary state
institutions and not merely attempting another regime change in Sri Lanka. The
salient preliminary factors must be emphasised on the following.

• Demilitarise traditional Tamil Homeland and demobilise surplus of security
forces in the island.

• Reparation:
• Acknowledge North and East of the island as the war-torn region.
• Establish a special interim authority to implement rehabilitation.

Resettlement and reconstruction in the Tamil homeland of North-East to
bring up the human and development indicators to the levels found in the
rest of Sri Lanka.

Should the arbitration body find it difficult to change its ideology, to stop on-
going atrocity crimes and to restructure existing Sri Lankan state’s governing
system, then it must consider the following options.

• Apply all available leverages on Sri Lanka. Apply phased out calibrated
sanctions and develop a time bound implementation plan, while carefully
ensuring civilian population is not affected on food, medical and other
essential supplies.

• Apply Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime Act against the perpetrators of
war crimes, crimes against humanity and Genocide in Sri Lanka.

• Stop Unethical trades with Sri Lanka.

• Impose trade and diplomatic sanctions to compel Sri Lanka to end its atrocity
crimes against innocent Tamil people, journalists and human rights defenders.

• Establish an international criminal justice mechanism to establish justice and
accountability against Sri Lanka’s atrocity crimes perpetrators as a step
guaranteeing non recurrence of the past crimes.

7



8



9



3. The Gal Oya Massacre of 1956, the anti-
Tamil Pogrom of 1958, the 4th World Tamil 
Conference, the anti-Tamil Pogrom of 1977 
and Black July 1983 were some of the 
massacres that took place where 
thousands of Tamil people were murdered. 
The most recent and brutal massacre was 
the Mullivaikkal Massare in 2009 –
According to the UN, at least 70,00 Tamil 
people were killed and research by former 
Bishop of Mannar revealed at least 146,679 
Tamil people went unaccounted for, and 
their loved ones are still searching for them 
to this day.

4. 13 years on since the brutal end of the 
armed struggle, there is still military presence 
in the North and East of the island enforcing 
lack of free speech, lack of freedom of press 
and association, ongoing land grabs, 
Buddhisization, and the continued 
imprisonment of Tamil political figures, young 
Tamil men and women under the draconian 
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA).

Cycles of Violence
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Tourist by Region & Percentage share 
January - September 2020

Europe - 55.4 % 
Asia Pacific - 35.7%
Americas - 6.3 %, 
Middle East - 2.0 % 
Africa - 0.6%

• Europe and America make up 61.7 % of the tourists (Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority, 2020, p.3).

• Asia Pacific makeup 35.7 % with a significant share from China; however, the
highest numbers are from India (ibid, p.3).

• The west making up the majority can be used as a leverage. If the West
discourages its people from travelling to Sri Lanka, it can cause a significant stint in
the economy. As Sri Lanka is reliant on its tourists for much of its income, the West
can use this as a leverage to encourage Sri Lanka's co-operation in the fight for
truth, justice and accountability for Tamils.

Source: https://www.sltda.gov.lk/storage/common_media/Arrivals%20Report%20September%20%20%2020202932904284.pdf
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