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Sri Lanka: Torture and Sexual Abuse Under the New 
Government 
 
Abduction, torture and sexual violence of mainly Tamils by the security 
forces continues despite the change of government after 8 January 2015. 
ITJP has taken detailed signed statements from ELEVEN such cases 
that occurred in 2015 under the new government1. These victims are now 
abroad. Their accounts are corroborated by medical legal reports from 
international medical experts, wound and scar photographs, similar 
consistent accounts of other unrelated victim witnesses and/or insider 
witnesses. 

Overall ITJP has documented more than one hundred cases of 
abduction, torture and sexual violence by the security forces in Sri Lanka 
since the end of the civil war in 2009. In Sri Lanka these are known as 
“white van” cases because of the unmarked vehicles typically used. 
These are all cases where the victim has fled abroad.  

In total ITJP has documented one hundred and eighty cases of 
torture in detention in Sri Lanka since the end of the civil war in 2009. 
This includes torture in rehabilitation camps for former combatants, 
police stations, army camps and many unknown secret sites.  

We have also identified forty-eight sites (see map) where victims say 
their torture took place, and many of these sites are corroborated by 
other organisations like the UK charity Freedom From Torture and 
Human Rights Watch.  

 

2015 Cases: 3 women, 8 men 

The 2015 cases follow the same pattern as abductions under the 
Rajapaksa government. The interrogators and torturers typically wear a 
mixture of army uniforms and plain clothes; sometimes they introduce 
themselves as CID, sometimes as members of other branches of the 
security forces.  While the abductors usually take great pains to hide the 
location of the torture and sexual violence, none make any attempt to 
hide their own identities from their victims, indicating a climate of total 

                                                   
1 Eight of these cases that took place in 2015 are documented in: A Still Unfinished War: Sri 
Lanka’s Survivors of Torture and Sexual Violence 2009-2015. The rest have been documented after 
the publication of this report in July 2015.  



impunity. A Tamil woman described being repeatedly raped in mid-2015 
in Joseph Camp: 

“I didn’t know where I was but later I was told by the agent who helped 
me escape Sri Lanka that it was Joseph Camp in Vavuniya. I was put in a 
very small room - I couldn't even extend my hands and legs. It was dark 
and there was no window. The door was made of metal bars through 
which I could see. I heard crying and screaming in Tamil of people, both 
male and female, but I never saw them. They kicked me, slapped me, 
punched me, they beat me with pipes and wires. They burned me with 
cigarettes a couple of times and they burned me with heated metal rods 
7 or 8 times on my back and legs.  The sexual violence was almost every 
day then after some time it happened occasionally. Two or three men 
were involved on each occasion.” (Witness 127) 

 

During the final months of the civil war in Sri Lanka in 2009, the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam forcibly recruited large numbers of 
underage fighters, who were given minimal training and then sent to the 
frontline to carry ammunition and food and help evacuate the injured. 
Many deserted and went back to their families and then escaped the 
war zone. Four of the cases from 2015 involve former child soldiers 
recruited at the end of the war. In May this year the following young 
Tamil man was abducted in a white van and tortured in an unknown 
location by men who introduced themselves to him as military 
intelligence. The pretext for abducting him was that he had briefly been 
a child soldier. The security forces had also previously detained one of his 
siblings. 

“I was beaten on the soles of my feet while lying face down on the bench 
with my hands tied in front. I was petrol bagged twice – it was a terrible 
burning sensation. I became unconscious. My head was submerged into 
water; when I was standing on the floor they dragged me on the floor 
and put me in the water. I became unconscious after the water torture... 
I was also sexually abused in the room where I was kept after the torture. 
They were drunk. They were in civilian clothes. Two men were involved. 
There were two incidents each with two men. They touched me on my 
private parts – they forced me to have anal and oral sex with them. They 
were using filthy words and said, ‘Why did you join Prabakharan? He 
killed all these people’. While beating me they were using filthy words 



like ‘son of a bitch and bastard’. I don’t know how to say those things 
but they were talking about Tamils in a very bad way. They said ‘Tamils 
are dogs, and Tamil women are bitches’.”  (Witness 122) 

Another former child soldier similarly described being abducted in a 
white van by four men in plain clothes and taken to what he thought 
was an army camp:  

“The interrogation room had table and couple of chairs. I saw pipes, 
rope and batons in the corner of the room. I was asked to sit on the chair. 
They asked me, ‘You were in LTTE and we know about your family and 
you. You should tell us the truth otherwise you will have to face severe 
consequences’. When I said I wasn’t in the LTTE they punched me in the 
face. Then they asked me which unit of the LTTE I was in? When I denied 
this, they beat me with pipes filled with sand till I became unconscious 
due to the beating. They removed my clothes and I was photographed at 
different angles completely naked.” (Witness 121) 

The sexual violence described by all these victims is brutal and often 
involves more than one perpetrator at a time:  

“They squeezed my penis and testicles. One man raped me anally and I 
bled after. Two to three times the same man raped me anally in the cell. 
He wasn’t wearing uniform – civil dress. While I was made to lean down 
the same men inserted his penis into my mouth while in the cell. He 
forcibly opened my mouth.” (Witness 121) 

The anal rape reported by male survivors also involved objects:   

“On the second day they tortured me in the interrogation room again 
and they put a plastic bag soaked in petrol and another one covered in 
chilli powder over my head. When I became semi conscious they dragged 
me and put me back in my cell…The torture got worse, I was burned 
with cigarettes, sexually tortured, and they inserted a plastic pipe with a 
broken edge into my anus.”   (Witness 120) 



2015 case



 
Reprisals and Witness Protection 

All 2015 victims stated that their families were questioned or harassed 
after they left the country as a way of punishing the family members for 
the fact that one of them got away.  

ITJP has questioned 85 survivors of recent torture about what happened 
to family members after they fled Sri Lanka. In approximately a quarter 
of the cases, a close family member back home has faced violent 
reprisals attacks, ranging from beatings to detention, rape, 
disappearance and murder. In addition to violent reprisals during 2015, 
surveillance and intimidation by the security forces has continued 
unabated under the Sirisena government.  

In this context of on-going violations it is extremely difficult for the 
victims and their families to envisage a domestic accountability process, 
even with some form of international involvement, in which they could 
safely testify against perpetrators who are members of the security 
forces. The last hybrid international domestic mechanism in Sri Lanka 
(IIGEP (2007-2008) was an abject failure with tens of thousands of non-
combatants killed since its failure and countless others tortured and 
sexually violated since. Even those witnesses abroad [who make up the 
vast majority of those who testified to the UN investigation (OISL) and 
to ITJP] cannot reveal their identities to the Sri Lankan authorities for 
fear of what will happen to them if their asylum applications fail, or to 
their families back home. The new witness protection legislation in Sri 
Lanka will not address these issues.  

 

Human Smuggling and the Security Forces  

Evidence obtained establishes that the Sri Lankan security forces are 
complicit in human smuggling and introduce smugglers to the victims. 
These smugglers arrange false passports, exit from Sri Lanka and the 
travel abroad, often through multiple transit countries. In this recent 
case the security officials forced the torture victim to leave Sri Lanka 
using a human smuggler:  

“…the TID [Terrorism Investigation Division] man told me how to get to 
Europe; he said to get me out of Sri Lanka. If I went back to Northern Sri 
Lanka he said he would arrest me again. They were all in it together. My 



father paid 25 lakhs just to get me out. The police, the agent, the TID 
officer all shared it.” (Witness 119) 

 

Urgent Need for Security Sector Reform  

The Sri Lankan government must as a matter of urgency embark on a 
programme of security sector reform in order to dismantle the 
entrenched structures of repression, torture and sexual violence.  This 
must address impunity and promote accountability including holding 
those commanders who are in charge of sites where torture is rife 
criminally responsible. It is not enough for the Government of Sri Lanka 
to initiate investigations into a few individual cases – rather it needs to 
start to address the systemic failings now irrespective of the 
perpetrators’ political affiliations.  The fact that members of the 
government have gone to detention centres to question detainees to see 
if they have been abused is meaningless.  Persons in detention will not 
complain of abuse because they are being detained by those very people 
who are abusing them and fear that if they do complain, matters will 
simply get worse for them and their families. Security force members 
who are complicit in the crimes of torture and sexual violence must be 
vetted and screened, subject to due process, and be removed. In 
addition, the criminal justice infrastructure should be the subject of 
institutional reform.   

Human rights training for the security forces has failed dismally and 
should not be offered by donors without an independent audit of its 
effectiveness and an agreement on wider security reform. 
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 Military sites

1) Chavakachcheri Army  
 Camp, Jaffna Peninsula1

2)  Uduvil Army Camp  
 (near Uduvil Girls College),  
 Jaffna Peninsula

3)  Urelu Army Camp,  
 Jaffna Peninsula

4)  Kilinochchi Army  
 Camp (in Ex LTTE  
 police HQ2), Vanni 

5) Orr’s Hill Camp,   
 Trincomalee 

6)  Veppankulam Army Camp3,  
 Vavuniya District

7) Army Camp near Omanthai  
 School, Vavuniya District4 

8) Palali Army Camp,  
 Jaffna Peninsula

9) Achchuveli Army Camp,  
 Jaffna Peninsula

10) Iyakkachchi Army Camp,  
 Elephant Pass

11) Joseph Camp,  
 Vavuniya Town 
 
12) Sampath Nuwara  
 Camp, on the border  
 of Trincomalee and  
 Mullaitivu Districts 

13) Trincomalee  
 Naval Dockyard
   
14) Urumpirai Army Camp,  
 Jaffna Peninsula

15) Camp near  
 Paranthan Junction15 

 Police sites

16) TID/CID Headquarters  
 (‘Fourth Floor’) and  
 also a naval compound  
 across the street6

17) Nelliady Police Station7 

18) Borella CID Building

19) Colombo Harbour  
 Police Station

20) Welawatte Police Station

21) Dematagoda TID office/ 
 Police station 

22) Kotahena Police Station 

23) Bambalapitiya Police  
 Station 2008

24) Hettiyawatte Police station

25) Nugegoda CID office 

26) CID Offices in Amapara

27) Mt. Lavinia Police Station8 

28) CID in Kalmunai Town,  
 Ampara District

29) CID in Kaluwanchikudy  
 on the Ampara/ 
 Batticaloa border

30) Iniyabharathy’s office  
 in Thambiluvil,  
 CID operated here

 Rehabilitation sites9

31) Nellukkulam Technical  
 College, Vavuniya District10

32) Pampaimadu,  
 Vavuniya District

33) Poonthottam Cooperative  
 Training School,  
 Vavuniya District 

34) Rambaikulam H/F Convent/  
 Girls’ School,  
 Vavuniya District 

35) Welikanda/Senapura Camp,  
 Eastern Sri Lanka 

36) Kovilkulam Maha Vidalaya,  
 Vavuniya District 

37) Maradamadu,  
 Vavuniya District

38) Dharmapuram Welfare  
 Centre, Vavuniya District 

39) Vellikkulam Muslim Girls  
 College, Vavuniya District

40) Pothanichchur Muslim  
 Maha Vidalaya Youth  
 Rehabilitation and Training  
 Centre, Vavuniya District. 

 
 Military Camps or Police  
 Stations used as  
 transit points for white  
 van abductions 

41) Thanthirimale Army Camp,  
 Vavuniya District

42) Iranaipalai Army  
 Camp, Vanni 

43) Kanagapuram Army  
 Camp, Vanni11

44) Kurumankadu Camp,  
 Vavuniya District

45) Ampara – a military building  
 next to the terminal on Air  
 Force Road 

46) Plantain Point  
 in Trincomalee

47) Tellipillai Police Station,  
 Jaffna Peninsula 

 IDP camp

48) Manik Farm Camp

1 513 Brigade is stationed here according to http://www.
defseminar.lk/defseminar2012/news.php?id=112.php. 
This ITJP witness describes the location: “At the entrance 
to the camp there were barriers that were raised for the 
truck to enter. There were sandbags on the sides of the 
entrance and barbed wire. Sentries were posted by the 
entrance. Metal sheets painted green covered part of the 
wall, with barbed wire on top. There seemed to be one 
main building, while the rest of the structures seemed 
covered with metal sheets - some painted, some not. The 
truck stopped in front of a building. I was told to get off. 
I got down using the one step at the back of the truck. 
The building was a single storey open building. There was 
no front door.”

2 This ITJP witness explains the location: “I was then taken 
to a camp in Kilinochchi Town. It had been a former 
LTTE camp. It was behind the former Police Head Office 
building.”

3 This is described as an old school used as a detention 
centre in Puthukulam village. Same location cited by one 
of HRW’s victims, 2013.

4 Media reports say a Major Panditharatne was the 
Commandant Officer-in-Charge (OIC)- Omanthai 
Detention Camp until June 2010. See http://www.
sundaytimes.lk/110306/News/nws_16.html; and http://
www.asiantribune.com/news/2011/03/04/sri-lanka-
sightless-detainee-be-released-within-2-weeks-ag-sc-
gives-undertaking
 
5 An ITJP witness said: “I was abducted at the bus stop 
at Paranthan Junction and taken to an Army intelligence 
camp, 10 minutes from the bus stop. It is on 4th street. It 
was a former LTTE Camp”. 

6 An ITJP witness explained: “I was taken to another jail. 
It was like a dungeon. It was across the street from the 
4th floor and we entered into the Navy compound.  It 
was very hot, all cement, and the ceilings were not high 
enough to stand. It was dark.”

8 The HRW (2013) report also has a witness whose husband 
was arrested by Mt. Lavinia police and then she was 
abducted and believes she was taken to Panagoda Army 
Camp where she alleged torture. 

9 A list of some of the sites is available from the 
Government of Sri Lanka at: http://bcgr.gov.lk/
establishment.php#

10 An ITJP witness described the location thus: “The college 
is nearly 6 kilometres west of Vavuniya beside the road 
to Mannar on the left hand side if going to Mannar. 
There was a sign on the gate saying Nellukulam Technical 
College. Prior to the end of the war it was a college.” 
Multiple ITJP witnesses and Witness GV in the HRW report 
were tortured here. 

11 This is described by an ITJP witness as about 15 
minutes driving from Kilinochchi Town police station. 
Kanagapuram Camp (also written Kanakapuram) is home 
to the 7 Sri Lanka Light Infantry according to http://
www.army.lk/detailed.php?NewsId=9564.



ITJP: The International Truth  
and Justice Project was set up  
in 2013 and is administered by the 
Foundation for Human Rights  
in South Africa under transitional 
justice expert Yasmin Sooka.  
For more information and our  
full reports on post war torture  
and sexual abuse of detainees  
dated March 2014 and July 2015  
see itjpsl.com


