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Reconciliation in Sri Lanka?

1 Introduct ion

When the war in Sri Lanka 
ended in 2009, there was 
wide expectation among the 
international community that 
the island would enter a new 
era of peace and reconciliation 
between its communities. 
Indeed, the international com 
munity positively supported Sri 
Lanka in its war efforts in the 
hope that the Sri Lankan state 
would take advantage of the 
ensuing peace to address the 
root causes of the conflict.

However, while the conventional 
war was brought to an end 
with heavy civilian casualties, 
of genocidal proportions, the 
broader conflict and violence 
faced by the surviving Tamil 
population has escalated to new 
levels. Instead of taking genuine 
steps to bring about lasting 
peace, the Sri Lankan state has 
taken a path of triumphalism, 
subjugation, deprivation and 
increased state terror against 
the Tamil people.
Even after four years, relief, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction 
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Reconciliation in Sri Lanka?

projects are at nowhere near 
the level required for a region 
devastated by war for over 25 
years. The government has not 
shown any signs that it is serious 
about addressing the needs of 
the war-affected people: in the 
four years since 2009, it has not 
yet carried out a comprehensive 
needs assessment for the North 
and East. Instead, it has been 
systematically blocking non-
governmental organisations and 
community-based organisations 
working in the north and east, 
hampering efforts to collect data 
required for project formulation 
and prioritisation.

In the meantime, the Sri 
Lankan state continues in its 
persecution of the Tamil people, 
depriving them of their land and 
livelihoods in various ways. 
Senior cabinet ministers in 
the government are openly 
supporting Sinhala/Buddhist 
extremist organisations which 
are whipping up racial and 
religious hatred against non-
Sinhala/Buddhist communities.1 

Attacks on non-Sinhala/Bud 
dhist people, their property and 
cultural identity are carried out 
in the very presence of the Sri 

Lankan police. Video evidence 
shows the police even providing 
protection to the attackers 
during their criminal acts.2 

In response to these events, 
the British Tamils Forum has 
prepared this situation report 
with two main objectives in 
mind:
 1. To provide a synopsis 
of the actions of the Sri Lankan 
state since 2009 that have both 
hindered rehabilitation and 
generated even further obstacles 
to the secure existence of the 
Tamil people within the state of 
Sri Lanka.

 2. To analyse why the 
Sri Lankan state has apparently 
failed so badly to go down 
the route of reconstruction, 
reconciliation and nation-
building that was expected of it 
by the international community. 
In particular, we outline evidence 
that the Sri Lankan state has, 
in fact, no long term plan for 
reconciliation and reconstruction 
in the Tamil areas. 
Instead, the state’s actions 
betray a coherent strategy for 
systematically eradicating Tamil 
cultural, religious, political and 
ethnic identities from the island.
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This report has been compiled 
to provoke the international 
community into learning from 
the mistakes it made in the 
years preceding May 2009 – 
when it was misled and used 
by Sri Lanka and subsequently 
discarded. We hope that, 
in future, the international 
community will take heed of 
the warnings and fears of the 
Tamil people. Consequently, 
we end this report with a list 
of recommendations for the 
international community, if it 
wishes to secure the lives and 
rights of the Tamil population in 
Sri Lanka.

2 The Current State 
of Affairs

Since 2009, the international 
community has called for both 
accountability and justice 
for the violence suffered by 
the Tamil population – in the 
form of an international, inde 
pendent inquiry – and also for 
reconstruction, reconciliation 
and rehabilitation of the war-
torn Tamil people and lands.

The Sri Lankan government 
has vociferously resisted the 

former and miserably failed 
to carry out the latter, despite 
claims to the contrary by the 
government’s spokespersons 
and government-sponsored 
media.

Furthermore, the government 
has brazenly proceeded to 
further inflame ethnic and 
religious discord on the island 
rather than – as expected by 
its erstwhile allies in the West 
– taking the opportunity to 
persuade the Tamil people that 
they have a safe and permanent 
place in a future united Sri 
Lanka.
In this section, we consider 
these three aspects – failures 
to provide accountability and 
justice, failures in undertaking 
reconstruction and development, 
and state-sponsored actions 
that further undermine and 
threaten the Tamil people’s safe 
existence on the island – in 
turn.

2.1 Accountability & Justice
The Sri Lankan regime continues 
to defy calls for accountability 
for its conduct of the war that 
ended in May 2009.  Evidences 
collated and various reports 
produced by the UN panel of 
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experts, documentaries by 
the UK Channel 4, Amnesty 
International, Human Rights 
Watch and International Crisis 
Group and many other human 
rights defenders have been 
pointing to the need for an 
international independent 
investigation into the Mullivaikkal 
Massacre as well as the 
summary execution of those 
in captivity by the Sri Lankan 
military.   

The Sri Lankan regime declared 
that there were only 70,000 2 

civilians in the war zone when 
there were in fact more than 
450,000 people.  

It maintained that there were 
“zero civilian casualties” when 
in fact it was pounding its 
own declared “No fire zones” 
with heavy artillery, in order to 
maximise death of innocent 
Tamil people.  
In the absence of accountability 
the Sri Lankan state’s acts 
of genocide are continuing 
unabated.  The Tamil people 
continue to be driven out of 
the island on a daily basis.  
Accountability and justice are 
paramount for lasting peace in 
the island of Sri Lanka.

2.2 Reconstruction & 
Development

2.2.1 The development 
deception
There is no transparency in public 
spending in the North and East 
by the Sri Lankan government. 
Despite showcasing the re-
laying of the A9 highway as an 
example of the re-development 
in the North and East, funds 
allocated to such projects are 
shrouded in secrecy.

Furthermore, there are several 
examples of projects aimed 
at glorifying the military and 
eradicating Tamil history and 
culture, being passed off as 
development work, siphoning off 
international development aid. 
These include the construction of 
military bases, war monuments, 
Buddhist Temples and Pagodas; 
the cost of demolishing Tamil 
places of worship; the cost of 
renaming Tamil villages and 
streets with Sinhala names; 
and demographic reengineering 
through building new Sinhala 
settlements in Tamil areas.

The Tamil population in the 
war-torn areas are deliberately 
excluded by the Sri Lankan 
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government from planning 
and performing any work 
that is passed off as “Relief, 
Rehabilitation, Reconstruction 
and Development” in violation 
of the principles of “Subsidiarity” 
(UNDP policy of good 
governance).

2.2.2 International & local 
NGO activities systematically 
obstructed
Over the past 4 years, the 
highly centralised Presidential 
Task Force (PTF) and Urban 
Development Authority, 
controlled by Defence Secretary 
Gothabaya Rajapaksa, has been 
obstructing the formation of a 
NGO consortium, which would 
have greatly benefited the war-
affected population, in Mullaitivu, 
Vavuniya, Kilinochchi, Mannar 
and Trincomalee districts. The 
existence of such a consortium 
would have avoided duplication, 
identified unrepresented areas 
and target groups, and brought 
much needed transparency by 
sharing the data.

Due to the severe operational 
restrictions placed on them, 
some longstanding NGOs – such 
as NORAD and FORUT – are 
closing down.4,5  The Sri Lankan 

regime, during the height of the 
war, when people were in dire 
humanitarian need, pushed the 
ICRC out of the country –due 
to its fear that ICRC volunteers 
and employees may become 
sources of information regarding 
the death toll in the war.

The Sri Lankan regime views 
with suspicion any data collection 
carried out to prepare a needs 
assessment. It threatens and 
clamps down on agencies 
attempting to carry out even 
minimal needs assessment 
surveys. It has also placed 
restrictions on government 
departments providing data to 
humanitarian NGOs.  
This denial of access to credible 
data hinders efforts to set up 
projects that effectively address 
the needs of war victims. Indeed, 
the government’s actions appear 
to suggest it would rather let 
people die of starvation than let 
the aid agencies find out how 
many people are living without 
a proper daily meal.

2.2.3 Refugees and 
internally displaced persons 
(IDPs)
The Sri Lankan state – although 
it has now dispersed those it 
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held involuntarily in post-war 
internment camps – has not 
allowed many of them to return 
to their original places of abode.6 

It has also prevented others, 
who were also displaced due 
to the escalation of war, from 
returning to their own towns and 
villages – four years after the 
end of the war. As of September 
2012, more than 115,000 IDPs 
registered as returnees had not 
reached a durable solution to 
their plight.7

Many of the IDPs’ lands and 
homes have either been taken 
over by the military or new 
Sinhala settlers from the south.8 
Those who were allowed to 
return to their original homes 
have found their houses badly 
damaged, with roofs missing 
and walls crumbling. 

No meaningful assistance 
has been provided for them to 
restart their lives. No details are 
available of assistance provided 
so far for those IDPs and other 
war victims. No comprehensive 
report has yet been published 
by the government to show how 
many victims have been and 
are being provided rehabilitation 
support, with a breakdown of the 

type of relief and rehabilitation 
provided, and a profile of the 
beneficiaries. It is not known 
how many people benefited from 
livelihood, housing, medical 
and other support in the last 
four years and how many more 
are still on a waiting list, if one 
indeed exists.

Official statistics show that 
there are 93,000 IDPs in Sri 
Lanka and that 470,000 have 
been resettled.  These figures 
do not include those who were 
displaced before 2009, many 
of whom have had multiple 
displacements during the war. 
They are still living with friends 
and relatives unable to return 
to their land still occupied by 
the military or within the high 
security zone.9  

Those claimed to have been 
resettled have not been given 
the support they desperately 
need. Apart from clean 
water, sanitation and social 
infrastructure facilities they are 
not provided livelihood support. 
The most vulnerable among 
them (90,000 widows, 30,000 
orphans, 25,000 disabled, and 
those who lost their livelihoods)10 
are facing serious difficulties in 
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their day-to-day lives. They face 
threats from the military, the 
paramilitary and the predatory 
elements of the society who 
prey on the vulnerable.

2.2.4 Over 200,000 houses 
damaged
It is estimated that 200,000 
houses were damaged during the 
war and are now uninhabitable.11  
In the aftermath of the war, the 
Indian government had offered 
to build 50,000 homes; however, 
the Sri Lankan government has 
been obstructive in getting this 
project started until recently, 
delaying this much needed 
assistance.  
Barely 1000 houses have been 
completed over the past four 
years; furthermore, these have 
not been handed over to real 
victims of the war. 
The beneficiaries of this 
housing scheme include those 
with political connections to the 
regime and many who have 
never been residents of the 
local area.
 
2.2.5 Detainees
The Government of Sri Lanka 
has refused to release the 
names and whereabouts of 
those arrested and detained 

during the last phase of the 
war.

An estimated 18,000 males and 
females suspected of having 
had links with LTTE had either 
surrendered or were arrested 
during the final days of war.  
Many were taken from military 
detention centres to secret 
locations after May 2009.  The 
Government has not provided 
a full list of detainees to the 
ICRC or any other humanitarian 
agency. 

These detainees have been 
denied access to their relatives 
or legal representation. It is 
feared that many of them have 
undergone severe torture, 
mutilation and sexual violence 
– and that many have been 
murdered – while in state 
custody. 
The relatives of those who were 
taken into state custody in north 
and east Sri Lanka have been 
forced by the military to accept 
death certificates for those 
missing. 
The military has been coercing 
these relatives who are trying 
to trace the whereabouts of 
their loved ones who were 
taken away by the military in 
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front of their eyes.12    Relatives 
have been warned of “serious 
consequences” if they raise any 
issues in this regard.

2.2.6 The missing

According to the records of 
the Sri Lankan Government 
Agent offices of Mullaitivu 
and Kilinochchi districts, the 
population of Vanni was 429,059 
in October 2008.13  

According to a UN update from 
July 2009, the number of people 
under government control after 
the war was 282,380. 

Bringing this discrepancy to 
light, the Catholic Bishop of 
Mannaar, Rt. Rev. Dr. Rayappu 
Joseph, gave the following 
submission to the LLRC:14

“Due clarification should be made 
regarding what happened to 
146,679 people, which is the dis 
crepancy between the number of 
people who came to government 
controlled areas between October 
2008 – May 2009 and the 
population reported to be in Vanni 
in early October 2008.”

2.2.7 Witness protection
People who give evidence 
against the government, the 
police or the security forces 
face intimidation and threat to 
their lives by those in authority.  

There are many cases in which 
those who gave evidence against 
the authorities were abducted by 
the notorious “white van” death 
squads and had ended up dead 
or disappeared.15 

2.3 Interference with Civilian 
Life

2.3.1 Sinhala colonisation
While Tamil internally displaced 
persons have been prevented 
from returning to their own 
homes, Sinhalese individuals 
and families from the south of the 
island are being settled in Tamil 
towns and villages, with round-
the-clock protection provided by 
the Sinhala military.

Protest of families of disappeared people. 146,679 
people are still unaccounted for since 2009
courtesy: www.crisisgroupblogs.org
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State-aided Sinhala colonisation 
falls into two broad categories: 
military settlements and state-
engineered civilian settlements.

Military settlements
There are many military camps 
in the Tamil homelands in the 
North and East of the island. 

Thousands of acres of land in 
proximity to military camps – 
but privately owned by Tamil 
civilians – have been forcibly 
taken away for military bases 
and to permanently house the 
families of military personnel 
who are all Sinhalese.16

State-engineered civilian 
settlements
Sinhalese civilians who have 
no links to the region are given 
incentives to settle in the Tamil 
homelands with a clear agenda 
to change the demography of 
the region. 

Houses, with adjoining land as 
well as cash, are offered as 
incentives to Sinhala families 
to occupy hitherto Tamil land, 
with the assurance of round-
the-clock protection from the 
evicted Tamil owners. 

2.3.2 Militarisation
Militarisation and 
demographics
The number of security 
personnel in the north and east 
is overwhelming – the military-
to-civilian ratio stands at 1:5. 
Eighteen divisions, out of the 
20 divisions of the Sri Lankan 
military, are stationed in the 
Tamil homeland in the north and 
east.17  The military is 99.9% 
Sinhalese, while the population 
in the area they occupy is 
predominantly Tamil.18

Military personnel involved in 
violent and sexual assaults on 
Tamil civilians
Evidences of sexual assault on 
captured or fallen female cadres 
of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam by the Sri Lankan military 
has been well documented by 
the UK Channel 419  supported 
by “trophy” video footage by the 
perpetrators.20   These sexual 
assaults continue in the North 
and East which is under the 
occupation of the Sri Lankan 
military.21  The use of rape and 
sexual violence against the 
civilian population is part of the 
genocidal agenda to terrorise 
the Tamil people into fleeing the 
island.
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Military interference in the local 
economy
The military interferes in 
the daily life of the Tamil 
people and controls the civil 
administration, with far reaching 
consequences. 
Swathes of fertile land belonging 
to the Tamil people have been 
taken over for cultivation by the 
military.22  The powerless Tamil 
farmers are not in a position to 
defend their land and property 
from the military which has the 
full backing of the state.  

They are deterred from taking 
any civil action for fear of being 
visited by the military operated 
“white van” death squads, which 
abduct and murder those who 
are suspected of involvement 
in acts of resistance against 
the militarisation of the Tamil 
homelands.23,24 

The military is also engaged in 
a variety of economic activities 
– from agriculture using land 
taken away from Tamil farmers to 
running roadside tea boutiques. 

These state-subsidised enter 
prises stifle the income of local 
Tamils who had hitherto provided 
these goods and services.

The military and freedoms of 
association and speech
The military insists on being 
present at every event at which 
the Tamil people gather – even 
at private funerals.  A circular 
has been sent by the military 
authorities to all government 
departments and schools with 
instructions that no functions 
may be held in schools or 
government departments 
with out the presence of the 
military.25,26

Men in uniform in key 
administrative positions
Many key positions in the civilian 
administration are occupied 
by former men in uniform who 
stand accused of involvement 
in the massacre of Tamil people 
during their military service.27 
The positions of Provincial 
Governor in the Northern and 

SL Army selling vegetables cultivated in grabbed 
farm lands. Photo courtesy: SL Army website

10

A5 24pp.indd   12 08/08/2013   14:53

Web copy - Not for sale - BTF



Reconciliation in Sri Lanka?

Eastern provinces are held by 
Major General G.A. Chandrasiri 
(former Jaffna security forces 
commander) and Rear 
Admiral Mohan Wijewickrema 
(former Navy Chief of Staff) 
respectively.

The escalating military budget
In 2012, three years after the 
end of the war; the Sri Lankan 
government increased its 
defence spending by over 
5% on its 2011 levels. The 
government spent 230 billion 
rupees ($2.1 bn) for the calendar 
year 2012, up from 214 billion 
rupees ($1.92bn) in 2011. Its 
budget for 2013 stands at 290 
billion Rupees ($2.2bn), which 
represents a 70% increase from 
its average defence budget 
during the peak of the war in 
2008 (Rs166bn) and 2009 
(Rs175bn).28 

High security zones (HSZs)
Large swaths of Tamil-owned 
land surrounding military camps 
have been declared high security 
zones, out of bounds to civilians, 
since the 1980s. The people 
who had lived in these areas 
were evicted from their land and 
have been internally displaced 
ever since.29  Four years after 

the end of the war, they are still 
languishing in their friends’ and 
relatives’ homes. Sinhalisation 
and Buddhist-isation of Tamil 
lands continue with streets and 
villages in the Tamil homelands 
that used to bear Tamil names 
being renamed in Sinhalese, 
while Tamil places of worship 
being destroyed and replaced by 
Buddhist temples and stupas.30  

The Government started con 
structing war monuments and 
Buddhists structures in the 
captured Tamil home land. 
There are many new Buddhist 
structures built in the North East 
where previously no Buddhists 
lived. These constructions 
are seen by the Tamil people 
as a serious threat to their 
own cultural identity. These 
were constructed purely as 
monuments of conquest rather 
than for the purpose of worship 
or commemoration. 

These constructions also 
stand as permanent reminders 
to the Tamil people, of the 
Sinhala government’s priorities, 
given that 200,000 houses 
remained uninhabitable while 
these monuments were being 
constructed. 
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2.3.3 War tourism and 
triumphalism

The Sri Lankan regime has 
destroyed all war cemeteries for 
Tamil cadres.31  It has gone on 
to build military camps on top of 
these cemeteries.

The regime claims that it has 
done this to erase the memo 
ries of the ethnic war. Yet it is 
simultaneously engaged in 
actively promoting war tourism 
– reminding communities of 
the ethnic divide, projecting the 
Sinhalese as the victors and the 
Tamils as the vanquished.32  To 
Tamils, this tourist enterprise 
betrays the Sri Lankan 
state’s true feelings about 
“reconciliation” on the island.

3 Analysis

3.1 What happened to the 
LLRC recommendations?
President Rajapaksa appointed 
the LLRC. While the LLRC lacked 
in its mandate to investigate on 
gross violations of international 
human rights and humanitarian 
law, it did give a few welcome 
recommendations, such as 
demilitarising the former war 
zone and land commission. 

However, there appears to be 
no sign of these nor any other 
such recommendations that 
have been welcomed by the UN 
being implemented.

Reconciliation between the 
communities can only take 
place where there is respect and 
genuine regards for the other’s 
security concerns. For this, it is 
important that the root causes 
of the conflict are recognised.

3.2 What stops Sri Lanka’s 
progress on reconciliation?

Sri Lanka has nothing to show 
for the progress it claims to 
have made on reconciliation in 
the past four years.
Now that the war is over and 
the government claims the 
entire Island has been brought 

Display of military triumphalism in Vanni
courtesy: sites.tufts.edu
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under the complete control of 
its armed forces, the question 
arises: what stops Sri Lanka 
planning and implementing 
relief, rehabilitation, recon 
struction and development 
projects to progress towards 
reconciliation? Furthermore, 
why does Sri Lanka actively 
disrupt and obstruct the work of 
independent international and 
local NGOs that attempt to work 
toward these aims?

To most Tamils, it is clear that the 
deliberate obstructions placed 
by the Sri Lankan state against 
this humanitarian assistance is 
driven by its agenda of making 
it difficult for the Tamil people to 
return to normalcy in their own 
land – as part of its ultimate 
objective of ridding the island of 
the Tamil people.

3.3 The root causes of the 
conflict
The conflict in the island is 
between two different nations; 
the Tamil nation occupied and 
dominated by the Sinhala Nation 
and its military. 

The Sinhala nation using its 
numerical superiority is “demo 
cratically” stripping the Tamil 

nation of its people, their land, 
their resources and their liveli 
hood. 

“Two different nations, from 
a very ancient period, have 
divided between them the 
possession of the Island: the 
Sinhalese inhabiting the interior 
in its Southern and western 
parts from the river Wallouwe 
to Chilaw, and the Malabars 
(Tamils) who possess the 
Northern and Eastern Districts. 
These two nations differ entirely 
in their religion, language and 
manners.” 

 Sir Hugh Cleghorn, British 
Colonial Secretary, June 1879

Early history records, that 
they had their own monarchs 
and kingdoms. They were con 
quered by the colonial powers 
separately and in different 
periods in history. They existed 
as separate communities 
until the British brought them 
together in 1883 under a single 
administration for the very first 
time in their long history.

The sources of the national 
conflict in Sri Lanka are historical, 
economic, cultural & religious. 
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In the words of David Selbourne 
of Ruskin College, Oxford, it is 
“a true national question, if ever 
there was one”.

The Sinhala Nation which now 
has the military control over 
the Tamil people’s land has 
chosen a path of destroying the 
very basis of Tamil nationhood. 
It seems it believes that by 
decimating the Tamil people’s 
homeland and culling the Tamil 
population it could destroy the 
nationhood of the Tamil people. 
It also wrongly perceives that 
the Sinhala nation’s security 
depends on the destruction of 
the Tamil nation.

Tamil people will continue 
to resist attempts to destroy 
their nationhood in every way 
possible. They expect the 
international community to 
come to their aid in defending 
their right to life which is under 
serious threat from the Sinhala 
state. 

Countries which had recognised 
and granted greater autonomy 
to the distinct nations within 
their borders empowering 
their peoples to conduct their 
own affairs, are marching 

forward, together with virtually 
no conflict between peoples of 
their nations. Those countries 
which were totalitarian, which 
did not recognise the distinct 
character of nations within 
their borders have seen their 
country disintegrating and much 
bloodshed.

3.4 The genocide agenda
A substantial proportion of 
the Sinhala/Buddhist masses, 
brought up from childhood fed 
on the myth that they are the 
“Chosen People” of the island, 
believe that the Tamils have to 
be removed from the island. A 
vast majority of the Sinhalese 
hold the view that the Tamils 
do not belong in the island and 
that they should be shipped to 
the Indian subcontinent where 
there is a substantially large 
Tamil population. 
 Another view held by the 
Sinhala masses is that as Sri 
Lanka is the only country where 
there are Sinhalese they should 
ensure there is room for their 
population growth in the future. 
They see the annihilation of the 
Tamil people as a legitimate 
exercise for their own survival as 
a race. They see the existence 
of the Tamil people and other 
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ethnic groups as a threat to their 
own future in the island.
This Sinhala mind set was amply 
echoed by the 1st Executive 
President of Sri Lanka, a week 
before the onset of the anti-
Tamil pogrom of 1983. In an 
interview to a British journalist 
he stated.  

“I am not worried about the 
opinion of the Jaffna people 
now… Now we cannot think of 
them. Not about their lives or 
of their opinion about us… The 
more you put pressure in the 
north, the happier the Sinhala 
people will be here… really, 
if I starve the Tamils out, the 
Sinhala people will be happy…” 

– from an interview with J.R. 
Jeyawardene by Ian Ward 
London Daily Telegraph, 11 July 
1983 
Thirty years on, the Sri Lankan 
state continues keeping the 
Sinhala people happy by 
starving the Tamil people into 
extinction. The decimation of 
the Tamil people’s homeland 
and depriving them of their 
livelihoods continue at an 
alarmingly accelerated 
pace. The Tamil people are 
watching helplessly hoping the 
international community would 
come to their defence and 
protect their land and livelihoods 
from an unjust and tyrannical 
Sinhala state. 

Slogan on a military checkpoint hiding the ‘two nations’ historical fact.   courtesy: BTF photo Archives
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3.4.1 Distorting the history - 
part of the genocide agenda
The recorded history supported 
by archaeological evidence 
shows that the island was the 
home of the Tamils and Sinhalese 
for over 2500 years. The records 
also show that we know next to 
nothing about the inhabitants of 
that island in prehistoric times 
although logically it would have 
been inhabited by people of 
south India than by the people 
of north India to which the 
Sinhalese claim their ancestry. 
This fact is distorted by the 
Sri Lankan media and Sinhala 
pseudo historians for narrow 
racist political reasons and to 
justify the Sinhala agenda of 
Tamil genocide.
The Sinhala and English media 
controlled by Sinhalese carry 
articles, stories and journalist 
columns which deliberately 
distort the history of Tamils in 
the island, to deny the Tamil 
people their right to their land. 
They propagate the lie that 
the Tamil people are recent 
immigrants and invaders of 
the island giving justification to 
the government’s programme 
of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide. While allowing these 
racist papers to continue with 

poisoning the Sinhala masses 
with these lies the state is 
attacking the Tamil media which 
are countering these lies and 
speaking for  the rights of the 
Tamil people.

3.4.2 Militarisation - part of 
the genocide agenda
The complete militarisation of 
Tamil people’s homeland by 
the Sri Lankan state is part of 
a genocidal scheme to rid the 
island, of Tamil people. 

In this scheme, 
 1. Tamil people’s land is 
taken away for military camps 
and for housing the families of 
the military personnel who are 
all Sinhalese.
 2. The military is engaged 
in agriculture, trading and other 
economic activities depriving 
the Tamils of their livelihoods.

A Buddhist Stupa built in Vanni.  28 Buddha statues 
erected along A-9 Highway since war ended in May 
2009. courtesy: BTF photo Archives
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 3. The military provides 
24 hour security to the state 
sponsored Sinhala colonisers 
from the south, who have been 
settled in Tamil people’s land.
 4. The military murders, 
rapes and abducts with absolute 
impunity. Their white van death 
squads are responsible for 
enforced disappearances of 
the Tamil people. These are 
deliberate terror campaigns by 
the state;

a. To force the Tamil people into 
leaving their own homeland

b. To deter Tamil people who 
were displaced during the 
war from returning to their 
homeland

c. To ensure that the Tamils of 
the Diaspora do not return to 
the island

d. To ensure that those who had 
sought temporary refuge in the 
South do not return but stay 
scattered across the island. 
Being scattered they remain easy 
targets for the Sinhala military, 
police and the marauding thugs 
on another state sponsored 
pogrom as in 1958, 1961, 1963, 
1977, 1981 and 1983.

e. To hoodwink the international 
community with the claim that 
Tamil people are living happily 
amongst Sinhalese outside the 
north and east. 

In 2012 alone, more than 6,000 
Tamil people fled the island 
by boat to escape persecution 
and death in the hands of the 
military white van death squads 
and paramilitary groups.  The 
exodus of Tamil people from 
the island is continuing daily 
while the countries to which 
they are fleeing are closing their 
borders.  
The fact that people are 
risking their lives and those 
of their young children, taking 
dangerous voyages across 
high seas in unsuitable vessels, 
should alert the international 
community to the causes for their 
desperate measures.  They are 
fleeing persecution and certain 
starvation of their children from 
a regime that has driven them 
from their land, off which the 
eked a living.  These people 
are being deliberately portrayed 
as economic migrants to justify 
inhuman border controls that 
violate international norms on 
protecting refugees fleeing 
persecution.   
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4 Concluding 
Remarks & 
Recommendations

A “Comprehensive Needs 
Assessment survey” has to be 
carried out village by village to 
identify unmet basic needs of 
the people who have been left 
to fend for themselves without 
any assistance to rebuild their 
lives. It is essential that credible 
data is collected to ascertain 
amongst other indicators 

• The number of beneficiaries of 
Government Assistance

• The number of beneficiaries 
from non-government assis 
tance

• Number of those receiving no 
assistance

• Number in each vulnerable 
group such as orphans, disabled 
and war widows.

The IDPs need to be given back 
their land, to rebuild their lives in 
the ancestral homes they have 
lived in for generations. 

Stop state aided land grabs and 
sinhala colonisations.

The government should release 
a comprehensive list of all the 
people who have been detained, 
reconciling the number on this 
list with those who have since 
been released and those who are 
still in detention. The account of 
those who have been released 
should be detailed enough to 
verify the authenticity of these 
figures.

A comprehensive list of the 
missing must be compiled, 
calling on relatives to submit 
details for those still missing. This 
exercise has to be conducted 
by an international agency with 
absolute confidentiality to protect 
the families from harassment.

The return to a civilian admini 
stration and normalcy, without 
interference from the military, 
should be a priority for any 
meaningful reconciliation.

A robust witness protection 
mechanism needs to be set 
in place to protect witnesses 
who come forward to provide 
evidence in any judicial 
process. 
Press for an internationally 
supervised transitional adminis 
trative unit of the Tamil homeland 

18

A5 24pp.indd   20 08/08/2013   14:53

Web copy - Not for sale - BTF



Reconciliation in Sri Lanka?

to intervene to support the social 
and economic empowerment of 
the war affected people in the 
Tamils home land especially 

the 90,000 widows, 30,000 
orphans, 25,000 disabled and 
protect them from abuse and 
exploitation and starvation.
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